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Let me close with this. I had the oppor-
tunity to have a great meeting, when I spoke
to the United Nations yesterday, with Presi-
dent Salinas. And he said to me, ‘‘Mr. Presi-
dent,’’ he said, ‘‘I follow American politics
very closely, and we’ve had a wonderful part-
nership.’’ And he said, ‘‘I understand many
things about America, but I do not under-
stand how, with your economy booming, with
so much progress being made, with all these
bills flying through Congress, most Ameri-
cans say when they’re polled they think the
country is going in the wrong direction.’’ I
said, ‘‘Well, you just have to live here to un-
derstand that.’’ [Laughter]

But you think about it. Every one of you
works in some working group, maybe it’s a
big one, maybe it’s a small one. How well
could you do at your job if every day two-
thirds of the people who showed up to work
with you were convinced nothing good was
going to happen and when something good
did happen, denied that it did? [Laughter]
That is the environment you ask these people
to come to work every day in. You ask them
to take brave decisions, vote for change,
stand up to interest groups, push the country
forward, when they know that there’s better
than a 50 percent chance that the people
they’re fighting for may not even get the mes-
sage. That is what elections are for.

The fact is that against enormous odds
from interest groups and enormous political
odds and relentless opposition, the people on
this stage with me have been responsible for
an economic revival, for seriously addressing
many of the greatest social problems facing
this country. The deficit is down; the econ-
omy is up; jobs are up; trade is up; we have
seriously addressed the crime problem. The
American people are going to be more se-
cure. We have done things for children, too
long deferred, on immunizations, Head Start,
the family leave policy, the policy of giving
a tax break to working families on low in-
comes. We are moving the country forward
and pulling it together. What remains is to
get the message of the record of the last 20
months to the voters in the next 5 weeks.

You can do it; they need it. I will be out
there doing my part. But if you liked what
has happened before, you must ratify it by
getting your friends and neighbors to say, We

are not going to be fooled; we are not going
to be divided; and we are certainly not going
back to the old policies of the past which
wrecked the economy and divided this coun-
try; we’re going forward together.

Thank you very much, and God bless you
all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:46 p.m. at the
Washington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Rita Alezando, executive director, Con-
gressional Hispanic Caucus Institute. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring
President Boris Yeltsin
September 27, 1994

Ladies and gentlemen, President Yeltsin,
Mrs. Yeltsin, distinguished guests: It is a
great pleasure for Hillary and I to welcome
Boris and Naina and all the Russian delega-
tion to the White House. We’re glad for this
opportunity to return the generous hospi-
tality that you bestowed on us in Moscow
last January at the magnificent state dinner
in the Kremlin’s Hall of Facets and St.
George’s Hall. It was a magnificent evening
that brought home to me, to Hillary, and to
all the Americans there the vast richness of
Russian culture.

Mr. President, our fellow Americans know
you as the man who has led one of the most
peaceful and hopeful revolutions of our time,
the second Russian revolution. We were all
inspired when you stood up for freedom in
the streets of Moscow. And we have admired
your patient, persistent, and successful ef-
forts to build the institutions of democracy.

We know reform has been difficult, and
there is a hard road yet to travel. But as I
said this morning when you arrived at the
White House, you have already proved the
pessimists wrong. Under your leadership,
Russia is coming together and moving for-
ward. Her best days are still to come. And
we are proud of our partnership with your
great country.

At one of our previous meetings you were
kind enough to give me a copy of your auto-
biography. It’s a remarkable story, a story still
in progress, of a man dedicated and deter-
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mined to give his fellow Russians the oppor-
tunity to reach their full potential. I know
there are many more volumes yet to be writ-
ten, but one part of your book made a par-
ticular impression on me.

In your autobiography you tell the story
of your father’s ambition to invent a brick-
laying machine. Time and again, he would
describe in intricate detail how it would
work, how it would mix mortar, lay the bricks,
clean off the excess mortar, and move on to
keep building. He had all sorts of sketches
and calculations for this machine, which he
believed would better the lives of the Russian
people.

Mr. President, you have realized your fa-
ther’s dream, and on a scale he could never
have imagined. Brick by brick, through your
tireless and steadfast efforts, you have laid
the foundation for a democratic Russia. Your
nation has now an elected President and Par-
liament, a Constitution, an increasingly free
economy, and an open society. In just a few
short years, you have accomplished the work
of a lifetime.

And so it is with great admiration for your
historic achievements, confidence in our new
partnership, and a belief that working to-
gether we will help to make a better world,
that I, and I ask all of you to join me, in
raising a glass to you, Boris Nikolayevich
Yeltsin, President of the Russian Federation.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:35 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House.

Remarks at the ‘‘In the Beginning’’
Exhibit at the Library of Congress
September 28, 1994

Thank you very much. President and Mrs.
Yeltsin, Mr. Speaker, Senator Stevens, distin-
guished Members of Congress and other
guests: I’d like to say a special word of com-
mendation to Dr. Billington. I don’t have an
informed opinion about his Russian, but his
English was impeccable this morning.

I’m honored to be joined by the President
of the Russian Federation in opening the ex-
hibit on the 200th anniversary of the Russian
Orthodox Church in North America. We
gather in a new era of cooperation between
our countries, but this exhibit reminds us that

the ties between our peoples are old and
deep.

Two centuries ago, eight Russian priests
arrived in North America to minister to Rus-
sian traders and the native peoples of Alaska.
Together they forged a partnership, a new
Russian and native American community that
eventually would stretch down the Pacific
coast. Though born on different continents,
they were all resourceful, brave, and faithful
people.

A century later, another Russian came to
Alaska, Archbishop Tikhon. He soon pre-
sided over all the new Russian communities
that had grown throughout the entire United
States. He oversaw the completion of St.
Nicholas Cathedral in New York City and re-
turned to his mother country to become the
first patriarch of Russia since the time of
Peter the Great.

In the years since, countless Russian immi-
grants to America have formed churches and
cultural associations in many of our great cit-
ies and farming communities. They have
strengthened American industry, education,
science, and most notably, the arts: literature,
music, and dance. As this exhibit shows, our
Nation’s history has long been enriched by
the Russian people, their fortitude, their cul-
ture, and their faith.

President Yeltsin, this library is a fitting
place for this exhibition, for the Library of
Congress first grew out of the personal li-
brary of our third President, Thomas Jeffer-
son, the author of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and one of our first champions of
religious tolerance and freedom. Today, the
spirit of respect and understanding thrives
in the exchange programs offered to the bril-
liant minds of young people from Russia and
the United States. And we are joined here
today by 30 of those students who have bene-
fited from the exchange programs that our
two Governments support so strongly.

I’d like to recognize especially the efforts
of our USIA Director Joe Duffey and Sen-
ator Bill Bradley, who have worked so hard
to make these exchanges a reality. Thomas
Jefferson would be proud of them both.

As we remember the ties between Russia
and America of two centuries ago, let us wel-
come our new ties and the new spirit of co-
operation and a new century of partnership
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